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I have an unusual red clay cross hung with a 

rugged rope in my office. It is misshapen and 

rough looking. Some crosses are beautifully 

ornate—pieces of art. This 

one is not attractive or 

decorative in any way! It 

looks as if its creator threw 

the clay together in an 

uncaring, hurried fashion, 

then tossed it into the kiln. 

It is not symmetrical. This 

cross is not easy to look at. I have actually 

thought of getting rid of it several times, and 

wondered why I still have it. It is that ugly.  

Yet it occupies a place in my office, along 

with all the other crosses I have been given and 

have acquired over the years.  

So why do I keep it? In contemplation, I 

find it reminds me that the incarnation is messy; 

that caring for people can be messy; that 

ministry is messy. It reminds me not to expect 

life and caring for others to always be easy. We 

live the Christian life of loving and caring for 

each other because it is the right thing to do. It is 

what God has called us to through the teachings 

of Jesus. 

Jesus’ incarnation—God, the Creator of all 

things taking on frail human flesh in this crazy, 

broken world of ours—models that for us. It is 

messy.  

There is a lot of beauty and warmth with 

Christmas. I like Christmas trees, lights and 

tinsel, wrapping paper, family gatherings and 

holiday parties. I like to send and receive 

Christmas cards, and I love to sing and listen to 

Christmas carols. But there is something lost in 

the translation when we sing “Away in a 

Manger” that misses how rough and smelly and 

chaotic Jesus’ birth was. That sweet carol is one 

of my favorites, but it can give us warm fuzzy 

feelings that leave out the amazing mystery and 

impact of the Christian message. The good news 

of Jesus’ coming into our world calls us out of 

our comfort zones to enter into the chaos, 

brokenness and hurt—the mess of the world 

around us.  

In a very real way this clay cross that is 

deformed and irregular reminds me of 

Christmas.  

We continue the here and now work of 

Jesus when we roll up our sleeves and walk with 

people who are wounded, broken and needy; 

with those different than us. We are to extend 

mercy and grace to all who cross our path. 

Christmas calls us to new perspectives. 

Christmas calls us to new ways of welcome and 

gives us courage to move into a new and 

wonderful year.  

My “Ugly” Cross 

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 



 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 - Advent 2 

        Isaiah 11:1-10 

      Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

      Romans 15:4-13 

      Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 
Bible Readings 

2017 Flower Chart 

The Flower Chart is up for the first 

quarter of 2017. 

The price remains $25 for two 

beautiful bouquets. One goes to 

you, and the other is given to 

someone in our faith community 

who needs flowers. 

Sign up today! Two Sundays are already taken! 
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Sunday, December 11, 2016 - Advent 3 

      Isaiah 35:1-10 

      Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55 

      James 5:7-10 

      Matthew 11:2-11 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 - Advent 4 

      Isaiah 7:10-16 

      Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

      Romans 1:1-7 

      Matthew 1:18-25 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 - Nativity 

of Our Lord - Christmas Eve 

      Isaiah 9:2-7 

      Psalm 96 

      Titus 2:11-14 

      Luke 2:1-14-20 

Sunday, December 25, 2016 -  

Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day 

      Isaiah 62:6-12 

      Psalm 97 

      Titus 3:4-7 

      Luke 2:1-78-20 

      or 

      Isaiah 52:7-10 

      Psalm 98 

      Hebrews 1:1-12 

      John 1:1-14 

 

Did you know that there are Bible 

readings appointed for every day of the 

year?  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Camp 

Hill, PA, has them all online!  

Here is the URL. http://tinyurl.com/hcgoytx 

(continued from previous column) 

(continued next column) 

The Poinsettia Chart is up in the hall across from the 

office. Still only $6! After the Christmas Eve service, you 

may take yours home or give it as a gift. 

Elim’s altar  is decorated with poinsettias as Acolytes Luke & 

Micaela light the candles. 

An 11x17” copy of this chart is displayed on the bulletin 

board. If you would like a copy for yourself, please tell 

David Thomas, who will happily copy one for you. 

Cookies for Homebound 

Once again, Lydia Lee will coordinate a cookie giveaway for our homebound 

when we go caroling on December 12.  

Please sign up to make (or bring) a dozen cookies for our shut ins. Lydia has a 

signup sheet with her today. Also, donations of empty 

cookie tins would be appreciated. 

  There will be a sign up sheet each Sunday. 

Cookies need to be at the church, by Sunday, December 

5, to allow Lydia time to package them up for delivery. 

Lydia gives 

cookies to Ella 

Gamble on 

December 17, 

2012. 

 

 

 Remember that candy commercial declaring, “Big things come in small packages”? The 

prophet’s message to tiny Bethlehem is similar: “Though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel” (Micah 5:2, NIV). 

 We’ve all felt too small for a certain role: too little to play with the big kids … too skinny to 

make the football team … short on the skills needed for a choice assignment. Perhaps we fear our 

gift of money is too little to make a difference, or the small amount of time we can volunteer isn’t 

even worth it.  

 But God brings big things out of “small packages.” From a newborn baby — merely six to 

eight pounds of helplessness — God brought salvation for the whole world. Rest assured, he’ll do 

big things through you, too.  
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Small packages, big things!  

Dear Fellow Members of Elim,  

      For many years, it has been a  tradition to give our dedicated staff members a 

Christmas bonus. I would like to invite you to donate again this year. 

      This is a voluntary gift. The recipients will not know who contributed nor how 

much. All money donated will be handled by our financial counters. It will be 

divided evenly among our staff members: Pastor Bruce Kolasch, Rick Givens, 

Nancy Jorgenson, Diane McDonough, and Dave Thomas. 

      If you wish to give, place your donation in your offering envelope or a pew 

envelope and write "Staff Bonus" on one of the blank lines. Thanks for helping 

give this Christmas bonus to our staff members, who do so much more than is 

expected of them. And thank you for all you do to make Elim the great place it is. 

  Peace, 

  Rick Givens, Congregational President 

{ǘŀũ 

.ƻƴǳǎ 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149129570
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149129545
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149129594
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149129617
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149166042
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149166099
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149166166
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149166186
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149218187
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149218222
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149218266
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=149218300
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125250990
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251020
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251049
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251113
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251138
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251166
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251196
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251223
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251274
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251322


 

 Our 10th Annual Sub-for-Santa ministry gets started this 

month. We’re so grateful, once again, for the help and support of 

Elizabeth Guzman at New Bridge Elementary School (New Bridge is 

the new school which replaced Dee.). Forty dollars ($40) sponsors a 

single student. Sign up November 6 and 13 to take part! We hoper to 

receive $250 from Thrivent this year as this project is available for a 

Community Action Event grant. You can take part in various ways or a 

mix of options. Here’s what each entails: 

1. Buy a book. Purchase a book that shares the real meaning of Christmas – in 

other words, the story of Jesus’ birth. Once we have the names of the students 

we’ll be sponsoring, there will be a tree with their names. Choose a student to 

whom you want to gift your book. Label the book with the child’s name that 

you chose and bring it to Elim by Sunday, December 4. 

2. Be a designated shopper. Head out shopping with the 

youth on Monday, November 21 We’ll meet at church at 6 

p.m. and carpool together to Walmart. You’ll shop in groups for your designated 

students. 

3. Hospitality. Be part of the give-away to families on Sunday, December 13th, starting at 1:00 p.m. 

Provide treats, be an elf and help carry gifts from the Oasis Room to people’s cars, etc. 

We will be sponsoring 39 students this year. Speak with Sue, Elim’s Head Elf, if you have any 

questions. 
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Sub for Santa 2016 

Sue Munson 

Pastor’s Pantry 

 On behalf of the many hungry people 

who have received food from Pastor’s Pantry 

this year, thank you to the people of Elim and 

Ascension who donated food. 

 Pastor’s Pantry needs food that is “ready

-to-eat” right out of the can or box, as most 

homeless people do not have pots, pans, or 

cooking facilities. 

Foods needed include peanut butter Vienna sausage,  or 

canned fish or chicken; canned meals such as chili, ravioli, 

stew; fruit or vegetables; cracker sandwiches and granola bars. 

Clients have cried when receiving food, thanked Elim 

profusely, and prayed for us.  

On their behalf, I thank you for your Christ-like generosity. 

     —Dave Thomas 

Advent Family Nights 

      Advent Family Nights return again 

beginning with the first Monday in 

Advent, November 28. 

Each evening except December 12 

will begin in the Fellowship Hall with a 

Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. After the Soup 

Supper, there will be a worship service or 

an activity. 

If you would like to sign up to bring 

food to one of the Soup Suppers, please 

contact Joan Dawes. 

On December 12, we will go caroling 

to our homebound members. On that 

Monday, there will be no Soup Supper so 

that we will be able to carol at  more 

homes. 

Please look on page 11 for 

information about the cookie gift to our 

homebound members. 

Here is the schedule: 

Advent I, November 28  

      The First Coming 

 Advent II, December 5         

      Church Decorating 

Advent III, December 12      

      Caroling 

Advent IV, December 19        

      Mary and Joseph 

Soup Supper on Advent Family Night 1, 

November 30, 2015. 

Installation of Pastor Bruce 

     December 3, 2016 at 4:00 p.m.—

save that date! Bishop Jim Gonia of 

the Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA will 

install Pastor Bruce Kolasch as our 

pastor! Many other local and ELCA 

clergy will be here to support his 

installation. 

 One of Elim’s fabulous potluck dinners will follow 

the installation. 

Bishop Jim Gonia 

Present possibilities, frontiers of faith 

Brazilian theologian Rubem Alves called hope “the suspi-

cion … that the frontiers of the possible are not deter-

mined by the limits of the present.” Who among us 

doesn’t sometimes imagine our future based solely on pre-

sent-day obstacles? Even biblical heroes did so.  

 

Abraham and Sarah laughed at God’s promise of a child, 

seeing only their present circumstance of old age. Only in 

hindsight could Joseph see how God turned slavery in 

Egypt into great good.  

 

At first another Joseph, learning his fiancée was pregnant, 

believed his world was limited to two possibilities: shame 

Mary publicly or divorce her quietly. But his heart was 

open to God’s message: “What is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. [Her] son … will save his people from 

their sins” (Matthew 1:20-21, NIV). How exceedingly far 

this future must have seemed from the limits of Joseph’s 

present.  

 

Christmas is a reminder that God calls us all into frontiers 

of the future we never could have dreamed!  
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   December   

4  David and Gloria 

Glismann    

11  Joan Tonn & 

Bonnie Rembacz  

18 Tom and Kay Cook   

25 No church this day.  
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To join “Coffee Cadre” and host a coffee 

hour, contact Maureen Ames. 

Free Greeting Cards! 

When Elim member Lorraine 

Groothuis passed away last year, her 

family gave to Elim her large collection 

of new and handmade greeting cards. 

These are free to anyone who wants some 

of them. There are cards for all occasions 

in a plastic set of drawers in the nursery. 

Help yourself! 

You may never need to buy a greeting 

card again! 

Lutheran Ladies’ (and Gentlemen’s) 

Night out for December 

On Friday, December 16, we will attend this concert 

at Ben Lomond High School. 

Small printed flyers are available in the coat room. 

If you have any questions, please ask Dave Thomas. 
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J 
oin us for our traditional Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 9 p.m. Hear Elim’s Chancel Choir, sing 

your favorite Christmas carols, hear the Gospel story 

of the night of Jesus’ birth, and experience the light of Christ 

filling our sanctuary and hearts as we end the night by 

singing “Silent Night” by candlelight.  
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The above figures are the most recent figures  
available  as the Scribe went to press. 

N  othing that you have not given away will 
be really yours. Nothing in you that has not died 

will ever be raised from the dead. Look for yourself, 

and you will find in the long run only hatred, 

loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But look 

for Christ, and you will find Him, and with Him 

everything else thrown in.” –C.S. Lewis 

An Invitation to Give 

  

 

 Elim is blessed to have an extended community of faith through people who 

receive our Scribe, but cannot necessarily participate in the day to day life and 

ministry of the congregation.  

As this year comes to a close, we invite you to consider giving an end of the 

year, tax-deductible gift to Elim in gratitude for and support of our ongoing 

ministry. It would mean so much as we try to wrap up 2016 in the “black” and make 

a faithful plan for 2017.  

Thanks so much for your consideration and for your partnership in helping us 

share God’s love from this corner of 23rd and Jefferson in Ogden.  

In Faith, 

Congregational President Rick Givens 
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Budget Meeting Set 

Voting members, be sure your voice is heard! 

The annual congregational budget meeting has been 

set for 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, December 18, 

downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. 

Statements of Giving 

2016 Statements of Giving will be prepared 

as soon as possible after all 2016 contributions 

are posted. They will then be handed out after 

church. On January 29, any unclaimed 

statements will be mailed. 

Your contribution must be made during 2016, 

brought to the church office during 2016, or 

have a 2016 postmark if mailed to count as a 

2016 donation for income 

tax purposes. 

If you would like a copy 

of your statement of giving 

to date to help plan your 

contributions  for the 

remainder of 2016, or to review before the 

budget meeting on December 18, please speak 

with Dave Thomas or Walt Rodie after church. 



You can’t take it with you 
(But you can make it easier on the loved ones you leave behind.) 

Part 3 in a series 

      What about all my stuff? 

    My accountant once told me how his 

mother  had asked him to be the “Personal 

Representative” (formerly known as 

“Executor) for her estate. 

He replied, “I’ll do it, Mom, but I thank you 

in advance for making my brother and sister into 

my enemies.” 

There is a saying, “You never truly know 

someone until you share an inheritance with 

them.” 

Hopefully, your family if loving, 

understanding, unselfish, and forgiving. But there 

are two steps to making sure they stay that way: 

1. Make sure that everybody, everybody, 

and everybody, knows what your 

intentions are, and, 

2. Put it in writing, preferably in a will 

prepared by a professional. 

Here are a couple of horror stories. Both are 

true, but names have been changed. 

Stan had given his wife Clara some beautiful 

diamond jewelry. After Clara died,  about ten 

years later, he remarried and gave the jewelry to 

his new wife, Harriet. A few very personal items 

were remade by a jeweler. 

Stan died, and later, so did Harriet. 

Stan’s daughter-in-law Felice attacked the 

Personal Representative, Harriet's son., Clifton. 

“Those diamonds were promised  by Clara to my 

daughter Myrtle!” 

The diamonds eventually ended up with 

Myrtle, but she was not happy that the cash 

portion of her inheritance was reduced by the 

appraised value of the diamonds. 

 

Roger had created a work of art. His sister, 

Kristin loved it and asked him if she could have it. 

Roger laughed and said, “No, but you can 

have it when I die.” 

Was he serious or facetious? Nobody but 

Roger would know. A few years after this 

conversation, he remarried, and then he died. His 

wife did not know he had promised the work of art 

to Kristin, and she did not end up with it. 

       So, to the two items I mentioned previously, I 

add a third: 

3. Don’t promise anything facetiously, 

because people have a way taking your 

joking remark seriously. 

 

What else can cause trouble? My accountant 

mentioned above said that the two things he had 

seen cause th most dissension were diamond and 

coin collections. Make sure anything like this is 

named in your will. 

Also, ask your loved ones, which of your 

personal items you would like as part of their 

inheritance. 

When my grandfather died, their were two 

paintings that hung in his basement, which 

doubled as a family room, spare bedroom, etc. 

There was one I had always loved, and when he 

died, I asked for it, but, to my surprise, one mof 

my cousins also loved it. We cut cards, and he 

won it. I won the other. But, over the years, I’ve 

come to love it, too. 

 

Enough with the horror stories! 

 

Now, some advice about your stuff that your 

family should know. 

Do they know about items you have that 

might be valuable, but don’t necessarily appear to 

be? 

For instance, mixed with all my many books, 

there are some that have been personally 

autographed to me by the authors. Also, I have, 

stored in a closet, a complete run of Isaac 

Asimov's Science Fiction. 

I’ve made sure my wife and son know about 

these things, because otherwise they might go into 

the landfill or into a donation to the library when I 

shuffle off this mortal coil. 

This article concludes this series. Thanks for 

reading, and I hope the articles helped someone. 
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By Dave Thomas 

     Adult Education 
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Sunday School Fun 

The students in both Sunday School classes join 

forces on November 13, 2016, to make Thanksgiv-

ing cards for everyone on Elim’s Homebound List. 

Thank, kids and teachers! 

Adult Sunday 

School is taught by 

Lisa Wood 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

This 

year’s 

Sunday 

School 

Christmas 

Program 

will be a presentation of the short play, “New 

Star” by Sharon Kay Chatwell MD,  founder 

and director of The Sunday School Center 

online (http://www.sunday-school-

center.com/). 

The play will be performed by our talented 

actors during the worship service on 

December 18. 

The 2015 Christmas Program is performed 

on December 13, 2015. 



Great Opportunities for Evangelism 

during December! 

As the Holidays approach, we are all 

given a set of great events to which we 

could invite our friends and relatives. 

There will be Advent worship and Advent 

Family Nights, the Sunday School 

Christmas Program, the Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service, and the Christmas 

Day worship service. 

So, why not invite a friend to join you for 

one of these? They might get inspired and 

come back! It could happen! 
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Remember how this inspired you the first 
time you attended? Share that experience 

with a friend this Christmas Eve. 

Hopefully photos of 

the parade will fill 

this page. 

Share these activities with your kids, grandkids, and friends’ kids. If you do the activities with them, each one should 

give you the opportunity to talk about Jesus as the Lamb of God. For a large version of the puzzle on card stock, 

contact Dave Thomas in Elim’s office, 801-394-5543 or email office@elimlutheran.org. 


