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hrough the power of the 

Holy Spirit, Elim 

Lutheran Church seeks to be a 

healing, equipping, and 

serving community of faith. 
 —Mission Statement 

T 

Sunday School/Adult Education 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

 

575 23d Street ▫ Ogden, UT 84401 

Phone 801-394-5543 ▫ Fax 801-394-5547 

www.elimlutheran.org ▫ office@elimlutheran.org 

“The Birthday Party” 
Ecumenical Christmas Program 1995 or 1996 

Children from Elim, St. James Catholic Church, Trinity 
Presbyterian, First Baptist Church, and the community 

participated.  
Recognize anyone? Tell Dave Thomas in the office. 

Elim Scribe 
±ƻƭǳƳŜ стΣ LǎǎǳŜ м WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

THE 

5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ  9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ  CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ  {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon   

you.  

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

and his glory will appear over you.  

   Isaiah 60:1-2 (NRSV)  

 

New Year’s Resolutions. Christmas blues. 

Cultural divides the size of the Grand Canyon. 

Yikes! It is the beginning of another new year! 

But, take heart, the days are already growing 

longer. God has not abandoned us. ’Tis the 

season to bask in the light. It’s Epiphany. 

 

 Epiphany, is the 

season in the church year 

that follows Christmas. 

Epiphany focuses on the 

appearing or “showing off” 

of Christ the Lord as Savior 

of the world. It starts with 

the Magi following the star 

that proclaimed Jesus’ birth 

and continues with various stories from the 

Gospels that show Jews and Gentiles 

discovering Christ’s power and glory. 

 

Epiphany is the season of Light—God’s 

light breaking forth and shining in our darkness, 

dispelling fear and gloom; giving freedom and 

hope.  

 

You and I can help dispel the darkness by 

shining Jesus’ light in our corner of the world. 

Regardless of what is 

happening in the world—

refugee crises, racial 

divides, chaotic violence, struggles with truth in 

politics—you name it, we be lights shining in 

the darkness by determining to be more kind, 

more generous, more patient. We can focus on 

building and strengthening relationships in our 

homes, communities, nation and world through 

making the love of Jesus more tangible and real.  

 

Imagine this, instead 

of New Year’s resolutions 

focused only on losing 

weight, eating better, 

drinking less, walking 

more, reading more, etc.

—all of which are good—we would all make 

resolutions to make this world a kinder, gentler 

place. Imagine making “interior changes” to our 

psyches/souls that improve the quality of our 

relationships with each other. Then we would 

have “a thousand points of light” penetrating the 

darkness of a world that struggles with hatred, 

greed, prejudice, suspicion, selfishness, etc. 

Hmmm, “this little Gospel light of mine, I’m 

going to let it shine.”  

 

Epiphany is the season of light—showing 

Christ to the world. May the light of God’s 

grace and mercy in Christ fill you with hope, 

confidence and courage this Epiphany season.  

 

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 

Another New Year!  

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 



 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 - Christmas 1 - 

Name of Jesus 

   Isaiah 63:7-9 

   Psalm 148 

   Hebrews 2:10-18 

   Matthew 2:13-23 

*ÈØäÈßì 
"ÑÉÕÌ 3ÌÈËÑØÏá 

Sunday, 8, 2017 - Baptism of Our Lord 

   Isaiah 42:1-9 

   Psalm 29 

   Acts 10:34-43 

   Matthew 3:13-17 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 - Epiphany 2 

   Isaiah 49:1-7 

   Psalm 40:1-11 

   1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

   John 1:29-42 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 - Epiphany 3 

   Isaiah 9:1-4 

   Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

   1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

   Matthew 4:12-23 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 - Epiphany 4 

   Micah 6:1-8 

   Psalm 15 

   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

   Matthew 5:1-12 

Did you know that there are Bible 

readings appointed for every day of the 

year?  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Camp 

Hill, PA, has them all online!  

Here is the URL. http://tinyurl.com/hcgoytx 

όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴύ 

όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴύ 

Biblical Archaeology and the Bible 

Cana of Galilee 
By Karlene Widner 

Often, when we think of the history of 

Jesus, we think of Cana because of his turning 

water into wine. 

   There have been 

five spots that have 

claimed to be “Cana 

of Galilee,” but I’d 

like to talk about the 

one I visited over 

fifty years ago. 

   The name of the 

place is Khirbet Cana 

(also Qana or Kana). 

It is located about nine 

miles from Jerusalem, 

and can be found en 

route to the Mediterranean Sea. 

There are three distinct stages of the 

archaeological eras: the Hellenistic, from 323 to 

166 BCE*; the Maccabean, from 166 to 40 

BCE; and the Roman, 

from 40 BCE to 321 

CE*. 

Coins found in 

excavations told a lot 

about the area. There 

were coins found for all 

three stages. In some 

Hellenistic coins, but 

especially in the few Maccabean coins, there 

was evidence of a Jewish presence. 

At each step further, various aspects from 

the floor or wall, and on various articles were 

all significant. 

They found (by accident), a stone entry to a 

cave-like structure. They walked in through a 

mess of things to a huge room with mostly 

Greek influence. 

Much of it was 

faded, but two 

words in one area 

were very clear; 

“Lord Jesus.” 

There were other 

interesting items, 

including Jewish 

style jars, which could have been used for water 

or for wine. 

There were many rooms found below the 

surface of the ground. 

Over the years, there has been much 

discussion over the various choices for Cana, 

but it seems that “Khirbet Cana” is the choice 

so far for “Cana of Galilee.” 

 * BCE: Before Common (or Christian) Era, formerly BC. 

 * CE: Common (or Christian) Era. formerly AD. 

A map on the Holy Land 

at the time of Jesus, 

showing Cana. 

A “pin” in the approximate 

center of this photo from 

Google Earth shows the 

location of Khirbet Kana. 

Ancient jars  

found at Cana. 

Left, a 

stained glass 

window 

depicts Jesus 

turning water 

into wine . 



The Elim Sunday School Christmas Program 

 “New Star,” by Sharon Kay Chatwell, MD was presented on 

December 18, 2016. Left to right, Micaela, Mandy, Catelynn, Doug, 

Sam, K2, Lydia, and Luke. 
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Thank you, Sunday School Teachers! 

A huge thanks to Lynn Purdin, Joan Dawes, Heidi Ingraham, Bonnie Rembacz, and Les and 

Sharon Moore for teaching our kids this year and helping them prepare to share the message 

with us through the Sunday School Christmas Program. 

Confirmation Resumes January 9 

 Pastor 

Bruce will take 

over teaching 

Confirmation at 

5:30 p.m. on 

Monday January 

9. Many, many 

thanks to Diane 

McDonough for 

teaching the first 

semester of Confirmation. 

The topic for the classes will be the life of 

Jesus through the Gospels. There will be a 

Youth Activity once per month. 

As has been our tradition, Youth who have 

been confirmed are welcome to sit in on these 

classes  

Living our Christian Faith in 2017 
Adult Christian Education 

 

(Studying the Letter to the Philippians) 
Taught by Pastor Bruce 

We offer Lisa Wood our heartfelt thanks for teaching 

this class for the last year! 

 

As Christians we hold dual citizenships—having 

our feet planted in two different worlds. We belong to 

this world, but we are also citizens of the Kingdom of 

Heaven. That can make life challenging to say the 

least, especially in today’s political and social environ-

ment. How do we live in both worlds? How does it 

affect our values? Our priorities? Our thoughts, behav-

ior and relationships?  

We will talk about these and other thoughts as we 

dialog and discuss what the Apostle Paul has to say to 

us in the Letter to the Philippians. Join us Sunday 

mornings promptly at 9 a.m.  

The Installation of Pastor Bruce 

Clergy from all over Utah came to celebrate our pastor’s installation. 

Left to right, front: Deacon Erin Power, assistant to the Bishop; Pr. Steve Klemz, Zion Lutheran Church; Pr. 

Reba Kiger Kolasch; Pr. Bruce Kolasch; Pr. Christine Higueria-Street, St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church; Pr. 

Kim James, First United Methodist Church; Bishop Jim Gonia. 

Back: Pr. Scott Thalacker, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church and also Deanof the Utah Cluster; Pastor 

Steve Leiser, Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church, and Pr. John Sandstrom, retired. 

Left: Assisting Minister Rick Widner carries the 
Cross in the Processional. 

Above: Congregational President Rick Givens 
charges Pastor Bruce with his duties to proclaim 
the Word. 

Right: The Rev. Jim Gonia, Bishop of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod, ELCA, lays hands on Pastor 
Bruce as he installs him as Elim’s 18th pastor. 

Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

            (John 20:21-23) 



  

 

 WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

1 Maureen Ames   

8 Coffee and 

Punch only  

15 Judy James  

22 Gloria Wurst  

29 Lynn Purdin and Deanna Lee  

e /ƻũŜŜ /ŀŘǊŜ f 

To join ñCoffee Cadreò and host a coffee 

hour, contact Maureen Ames. 

O ne of the greatest missing teachings in 
the American church today is the reminder to 

men and women that nothing we have belongs 

to us.  

ð-Gordon MacDonald, American pastor and teacher  

Lutheran Ladies (and Gentlemenôs)  

Night Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gallery Theatre 

in the Bertha Eccles Art Center, 

2580 Jefferson Avenue in Ogden, 

Presents the Annual Variety Show at 7:00 p.m. 

on Thursday, January 26. 

 
The programme will feature 

short plays by Diane Krantz and by 

Gloria Wurst. Gloria will act in 

another of the plays. 

Tickets are $5, which benefits 

the art center. 
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 Advent Family Nights 

Les Moore and ___________ 

put up the Christmas tree 

during Advent Family Night II 

on December 5, 2016. 

Elimites stand in a circle to 

sing “Grace” before an 

Advent Family Night Soup 

Supper 

Maureen Ames to step down as 

ñCoffee Cadreò coordinator. 

After quite a few 

years, Maureen Ames 

has decided that this 

will be her last year as 

Coffee Cadre 

Coordinator. 

She’s given Elim a 

whole year to fill her 

shoes, but is ready to 

help someone else take over the job as 

soon as you volunteer. 

Duties include recruiting, training, and 

scheduling coffee hour hosts. If one or two 

of you are willing to accept this 

responsibility, speak with Joan Dawes. 

Maureen Ames 

Pot Luck Luncheon Scheduled 

There will be one of Elim’s 

wonderful Pot Luck Luncheons 

before the annual meeting on 

January 29. 

Please being your favorite 

food to share. Joan Dawes would be happy to have 

you volunteer to help in the kitchen and/or with 

cleanup. Speak with her to offer your help. 

The above figures are the most recent figures  
available as the Scribe went to press. 
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Statements of Giving 

2016 Statements of Giving will be prepared as 

soon as possible after all 2016 contributions are 

posted. They will then be handed out after church. 

On January 29, any unclaimed statements will be 

mailed. 

Your contribution must have been made during 

2016, brought to the church office during 2016, or 

have a 2016 postmark if mailed to count as a 2016 

donation for income tax purposes. 

Pledge Total for 2017 

 

In 2016, 37 households pledged $81,125.00. 

For 2017, 29 households have pledged 

$55,188.00. 

If you have not yet made your 2017 pledge, 

forms are available on the ushers’ counter at the 

rear of the sanctuary. 

Take care 

In Jimmy Fallon’s first monologue 

as host of NBC’s The Tonight 

Show, he expressed thanks to all past 

hosts. On an occasion when he might 

have said, “And now this stage is 

mine!” or “I’m delighted to be counted 

among such greats,” instead he stated 

with deep humility, “I just want to do 

the best I can and take care of this 

show for a while.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Take care of. That’s language not of 

ownership but of stewardship. That’s 

the language of Genesis 2:15 (NIV) — 

“The LORD God took the man and put 

him in the Garden of Eden to work it 

and take care of it.”  

 

   What have we been called to “take 

care of for a little while”? The earth, 

surely. Perhaps a congregation, a busi-

ness, a neighbor in need, a volunteer or 

an employee. A child, who may need 

less care — or different forms of it — 

as time goes on. We don’t own these 

people and things. God invites us to be 

stewards of them, to care for them, to 

use wisely and value these precious 

gifts … and someday, to pass them on 

to others. 

Downloaded by subscription from http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/ All Rights Re-

served. 



Pastorôs Pantry 

   Thanks to everyone who brought 

food for the Pastor’s Pantry in 

December. Ascension Lutheran Church 

also supports Pastor’s Pantry. 

   People in need of food come by 

nearly every week-day, not just the 

homeless, but also the underemployed 

who often must choose between eating and paying the rent. 

The next Sunday designated for donations to Pastor’s 

Pantry/SHARE is January 1, but it really helps if we have 

donations all through the month. 
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Sub-for-Santa Gift Presentation - December 18 

Left to right, Elizabeth 

Guzman, Head Secretary at 

New Bridge Elementary 

School; Sue Munson, Sub-for-

Santa chairperson, and a New 

Bridge parent. 

A New Bridge parent gives 

Sue Munson a grateful hug. 

New Bridge parents hold the Sub-for-Santa 

gifts they will take home to their children. 

   Thanks to everyone who donated or shopped, 

but especially to Chairperson Sue Munson for 

her many hours of work coordinating the Sub-for-Santa effort.  

   Thanks also to Thrivent which gave us a Community Action Team grant 

which paid for presents for five of the thirty-nine children served. 

Christmas Caroling 
Advent Family Night IV 
December 19, 2016 

Left to right, Pastor Bruce, Diane, Alexas, Catelynn, 

Joan, Diane, and Deanna carol for Ursula 

Brandenburg (Center, back to camera) and her 

friends at Harrison Regent Assisted Living. 

Far left,: Caroling for 

Crestwood Care Center 

residents. 

Center, Trish Brubaker 

listens to the carolers 

singing for her. 

Announcement of Congregational Annual Meeting  

The Annual Meeting will be held on January 29 after church.  

Agenda 

Annual Meeting of Elim Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Ogden, Utah 

January 29, 2017 

  

 

 

1. Video Year in Review 

2. Call to Order 

3. Invocation 

4. Establishment of Quorum 

5. Appointment of Parliamentarian 

6. Acceptance of Minutes for December 2015 Budget Meeting 

7. Financial Update – How 2015 ended 

8. Report of Nominating Committee 

9. Voting for Council and Officer Openings 

10.  Thank You to folks who have served on Council during this past year. 

11.  Committee updates 

12.  Other old business 

13.  New Business 

14.  Closing Prayer 

15.  Adjourn 
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 Elim in the Christmas Parade of Lights 
Saturday, November 26, 2016 

Rick and Luke Widner carried the Elim Banner 

Clockwise from center left: 

1. Getting ready to go. 

2. Steve Ingraham drives the tow 

vehicle with help from Ryan in the 

back seat. 

3. Mandy and Micaela rode the float. 

4. Our float from the front. 

5. Our float from the side. 

6. Our float from the rear. 

 

 

Elim’s entry in the Christmas Parade of 

Lights was supported by a Thrivent 

Financial Community Action Team 

grant. Share these activities with your kids, grandkids, and friends’ kids. If you do the activities with them, each one should 

give you the opportunity to talk about Jesus as the Lamb of God. For a large version of the puzzle on card stock, 

contact Dave Thomas in Elim’s office, 801-394-5543 or email office@elimlutheran.org. 


